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That Untravelled World By E. E. Shipton. Pp 286. Twenty-seven illustrations, six
sketch-maps and end-papers. Hodder & Stoughton, London, 1969. Price 455.

Mountaineers of today will inevitably turn to the autobiography of the fore
most mountain explorer of their time, written at the end of his Presidency of
the Alpine Club, for a self-portrait of the author and an authoritative statement
of his attitude to mountaineering: they will not be disappointed.

It is over twenty years since Shipton wrote Upon that Mountain, a book of
mountain memoirs and a partial autobiography; in That Untravelled World he
naturally uses some of the material of the earlier book, but the material is used
by a mind matured by experience and it is necessarily much condensed, so that
the story can be continued beyond 1939 to the present day and there can be
added to it matter which reveals more of the man himself.

The first effect of the book is to make one realise the enormous breadth, as well
as the huge quantity, of the mountain experience Shipton has enjoyed in widely
separated parts of the earth: he mentions in passing, for example, that the
Cordillera Darwin, scene of some of his recent travels, is in area 'equivalent to
the Mont Blanc, Pennine and Oberland ranges of the Alps combined, while the
extent of its glaciers must be far greater than those of the entire Alpine chain'.
The reader looking for details of his expeditions must consult his articles in
the Alpine Journal, the maps drawn or re-drawn as a result of his work, and
above all his earlier books such as Nanda Devi, Blank on the Map, Mountains
of Tartary and Land of Tempest. That Untravelled World, in which there is not
room for every detail of his journeys, gives a very clear impression of the author
and of what the mountains mean to him; the impression comes so well from the
simple unfolding of his life-story, told with the disarming self-appraisal and
perfect honesty of the Shipton we know, that the final chapter of the book
seems superfluous.

He suggests that his career has been shaped by certain deficiencies-difficulty
in reading aloud, ineptness at lessons and games, and self-distrust-and that
much of his course has been shaped by sheer luck. We must all have some luck
to accomplish much and no doubt he had his share, but there shines through the
book a fixed devotion to one guiding star-the love of wild country and the
urge to feel close to it, the search for experiences which fill a man with wonder
at the strange universe in which we live; to the reader it is the constancy of his

I I am greatly indebted to Michael Baker for help with this section-Ed.
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devotion to that unending search which seems above all things to have deter
mined the course of his life.

Almost the whole of the first half of the book is taken up with a description of
hipton's growth as a mountain explorer, starting with his early travels in
orway and the Alps. By the age of twenty-three he was a seasoned mountaineer

with his Kenya explorations accomplished, and nine years later he had behind
him Kamet, the anda Devi exploration, a Karakoram journey and four
Everest expeditions. This part of his life reached its splendid climax in the
Shaksgam expedition of 1939, which was imaginative and original in its con
ception and execution but was unfortunately interrupted by war.

From the first chapter, in which he writes of 'a snow-bound hut in a silent
combe', it is clear that we are dealing with a man splendidly responsive to the
feel of his surroundings and, fortunately for us, splendidly gifted to evoke by
our written language these same responses in us. Right from the start it is also
obvious that here is a man, skilled climber as he is, for whom reaching summits,
even Everest's, and making fine new routes, even Kenya's West ridge, come
second to mountain travel, exploration and the more subtle delights of living
in wild mountain country. The four pre-war Everest expeditions seem mere
subordinate incidents in a larger story. To him, nationalism in mountaineering
means nothing at all, and recognition of his personal achlevements very little.

He writes always tolerantly of the customs and tastes of others, whether it be
their habits at school or their devotion-which he does not happen to share-to
other ways of mountaineering than his. Of his G.H.M. friends, for instance,
he writes that in 1928 'it was clear that, among the elite at least, my type of
mountaineering was quite out of date, but I was still enjoying myself far too
much to mind, or to have any great ambition to join their ranks', and of
vVhymper's Scrambles he writes: 'Significantly, I was much more fascinated
by his early explorations in the Dauphine than by his much more dramatic and
competitive adventures on the Matterhorn.' Shipton's ability generously to
see the other man's point of view impresses most in his account of the way in
which the Himalayan Committee first offered him the leadership of the 1953
Everest expedition, and later, by the unworthy device of presenting him with a
condition he could not accept, deprived him of it: as he says 'There were many
who regarded success in the coming attempt to be of high national importance',
a view to which no one could expect him to subscribe heartily, however great
his interest in the mountain and however dear his hope of a return to the area.
He writes without bitterness and makes me, at least, feel that, of Shipton's
friends, Bourdillon, who acquainted himself with what was happening, is the
one who emerges honourably from the episode.
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The present opinions about strategy on Everest of a man of Shipton's standing
demand respect, though with the wisdom of hindsight we may think his ideas
in 1938, when even for Everest he advocated the small expedition, too simple
and too optimistic. No finer champion of the small expedition than he could be
found anywhere: he put many of his early ideas to the test and showed that in
exploration they worked, and many of us became, at least up to a point, his
ardent imitators as far as our lesser abilities would allow. There is no doubt
about what kind of expedition Shipton would prefer to conduct or join: it is the
band of two or three experts travelling, exploring and climbing as the spirit
moves them, rather than the team attacking a giant peak in the glare of publicity
and under an obligation to others to press the attack as hard as the custom of the
day will permit; Longstaff, Mallory and many others have felt as he does. It is,
however, not clear what his views now about the most effective party for climb
ing Everest are: in Chapter 4 of That Untravelled World he recalls, but does not
reaffirm, his belief that a 'light' expedition could have as good a chance of
reaching the top as a more elaborate one, but in Chapter 8 he writes of making
a reconnaissance of the Khumbu ice-fall with a party of four, later increased,
though not by deliberate intent, to six, and further on refers to the time needed
to mount a 'full-scale attempt'. Neither is it absolutely clear what he thinks
about the use of oxygen, although it seems that, like the climber who took off
his oxygen mask and said 'Thank God for a breath of fresh air', he would himself
prefer to do without it. In Chapter 4 he restates his conviction that in favourable
circumstances the top of Everest could be reached without oxygen, but in
Chapter 8 he seems to welcome the postponement of another British attempt
until 1953, not only on the grounds of needing more time to make general
preparations but also because 'a 1952 expedition would not have been provided
with oxygen. The project was now taken in hand by scientists in Farnborough
and elsewhere, and the year's delay enabled them to produce excellent results'.
At the time, of course, he was not absolutely free to plan according to his own
inclinations. Even now, nineteen years later, we know too little to refute his
belief that the top might be reached without oxygen; but it can be said, and
Shipton himself would probably agree, that the chance of success in anyone
year would be greatly diminished without oxygen, and the chance of serious
illness be very much increased.

The middle third of the book is about Shipton's time in Kashgar and Kunming,
and about his two post-war expeditions to Sola Khumbu, when he discovered
that the southern route to Everest was likely to be practicable. There is less
sense of a progress about this part of the book and the narrative is more quiet.
We read what is probably the last first-hand description of life in Russo
Chinese Turkestan and in Yunnan before the coming of modern transport and
the totalitarian state, but the accent is always on the wondrous natural sur-
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roundings in these isolated places whose names sound so romantic to the
\Vesterner.

In 1951 he went to Sola Khumbu, which was for him the promised land at
which he had often looked from Tibet, and it was fitting that Shipton and
Tilman, mountain travellers first and foremost and close partners with Sherpas
in many mountain adventures, should be members of the first two Western
parties to visit the Sherpas' homeland. Here, even more strongly than in the
earlier part of the book, we feel the author's attitude to mountain travel. He
does not try to fool himself or us with cliches about challenge, high endeavour,
or, in describing his brief connection with a mountain school, character
building; there is no flag-waving and, as before, every sentence breathes,
though more quietly now and with yet more content, the delight of living in the
mountains, of being free of them and being one with their people. His parti
cular mountain experience, spiritual in kind, must at least have helped him to
bear with fortitude and magnanimity the bitterness of his rejection in 1952,

which he frankly confesses to have been for a time a severe blow to his self
esteem and assurance.

His quest through the untravelled world leads naturally on to the adventures
related in the last part of the book, in Patagonia especially and in Tierra del
Fuego, adventures which enable him to write-and this must delight his friends
-that 'certainly I found my fifties the most agreeable decade of my life so
far'. 1 ow we find him truly following once more-after the uncertain middle
period, after the passive interlude in Central Asia and China, after being
touched but not contaminated by the great international scramble for Everest
the particular star of his youth, the quest among mountains as a source of
happiness and serenity.

For the general reader this is a good book, packed with interest and exciting
adventure. It conveys without pretentiousness, sentimentality or self-conscious
writing the more spiritual delights of the mountains, and it is a record of
mountaineering achievement so great as to be unsurpassed today in quantity
and quality by anyone man; the record is presented without heroics and with
a sense of proportion important to mountaineering values.

For mountaineers there is here, depicted in Shipton's restrained and exactly
apposite writing, scene after scene which must recall their own experience of
mountains and make them realise that they have all too soon forgotten the
essence of it. The book will compel them to refresh their memories either
actively in the mountains or, when that is impossible, by re-reading again
Shipton's earlier books.
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His telling of action, is throughout, so matter-of-fact that even mountaineers,
unless they have been in similar situations, may fail to realise from his descrip
tion of his travels the severity of the difficulties overcome. Even more easily
might we today fail to recognise the greatness of the decision he made in early
life to put mountains before a career. Today it is more usual, and less difficult,
for the young to travel rough, to find odd jobs in the minor mountains and to
be, by the standards of pre-war days, careless of their future; we may not recog
nise, unless we think about it, the moral courage Shipton needed to throw
prudence to the winds and decide to live the life he had found he loved. 'I
longed', he says, 'to return to these lovely places free and unshackled by the
trappings of civilisation. Then why not do so ?

'The very idea of a million square miles of mountains waiting to be explored
was intoxicating ... without too much thought I decided to follow this phantom
star and let the future take care of itself.... I had yet to learn that to become an
expert in any field, however outlandish, can open the most unexpected doors'.

Mountaineers of the generation since the last war are deeply in Shipton's debt
because he made that decision, lived the life of his choice and wrote about it.
His autobiography is enjoyable from beginning to end, partly, no doubt,
because of the interest of the matter and because of his ability as a writer, but
mainly because he so evidently enjoyed what he did. When I at last put down the
book it was with the happy realization that for him his choice of life and his own
mastery of a special field had opened the most important door of all, to content
ment. Charles Evans

World Atlas of Mountaineering Edited by Wilfrid Noyce and Ian McMorrin, Pp.
224. Many illustrations and maps. Thomas elson and Sons, London, 1969. Price 90S.

This is a fine book. One appreciates it partly as a tribute to Wilfrid Noyce, and
it contains a welcome essay on him by David Cox. Ian McMorrin took over a
hard task. With the help of a number of other able writers, and drawing on a
wide range of photographic resource, he has created a well integrated book on
a highly centrifugal subject. One can read it through from beginning to end
without losing touch with rock, snow or people. At 90S it is extremely good
value.

Since it is not just another coffee-table picture-book, we are right to ask, like
Thurber's owl: to wit? and for whom? First of all, the title 'atlas' is misleading.
The maps are good but they are not enough. For example: in the approximately
sixty pages of the Karakoram and Himalaya there are thirteen maps and fifty-
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six pictures, seven of which are in colour. I had wondered if the book would
be able to offer a few samples of really great maps like Bradford Washburn's
survey of Mount McKinley. But no, it is basically a picture-book with a ration
of maps and authoritative comment added. For a young climber, hoping to get
general knowledge of the world's mountains, or for an old one brooding on the
peaks he will never go to, it is very good. But if I were thinking of climbing in
the Taurus or Caucasus next year this would not be very useful. I might turn
to it as a first reference. But then what? It does not even provide a list of carto
graphic sources.

These suggestions and criticisms are offered in the belief that there ought to be
a considerable future for books in which map, text and picture are skilfully
woven together, but I doubt if publishers yet realise what the possibilities are.

oyce's and McMorrin's 'atlas' might well evolve in this direction. I hope it
will, and that Nelsons will be bold in their revisions and developments. It might
help them if readers with special knowledge passed on their corrections of
minor textual slips. Inevitably these occur in a book of this diversity.

The photographs are good and there is great pleasure to be had from many.
Nevertheless they do not attain the superlative standards of Rebuffat or of The
Mountain World. Look at the four plates following p 176 for example. There is
a wonderful picture of Popocateptl, good ones of Bugaboo and Hunter, but
anticlimax with an Andean giant groundsel.

The cartographer, Dr John Keates, ought to have received more credit than
he does-a mention in the preface. He had an immense task to perform and,
considering the limitations of print and space, he has done a remarkable job.
The main maps are reproduced in light lithographic green with only one solid
colour. From such limited resources Dr Keates often succeeds in producing
eloquent maps. His impressions of Nanga Parbat, Kilimanjaro and the New
Zealand Alps seem particularly successful. The Andean maps, by contrast,
are flat and faint. With such a competent and apparently economical carto
grapher at their disposal it is a pity that the publishers did not exploit their
advantage to the full. There is a serious lack of medium-scale coverage for the
big mountain areas. There should have been maps of about 1 : 2,000,000 scale
to cover the Caucasus, Karakoram and Central Himalayan areas and similar
coverage could have been given to the Central Andean and North American
ranges. As it is, I find I need a good, real atlas to enable me to reach Base-Camp.

There must be many travellers who would almost prefer to look at maps than
pictures. Mountain writing has become pretty clipped these days. Perhaps we
shall discover new ways of feeding the reader's imagination, leaving him free

20
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and fed, which is what a good map can achieve. Wilfrid Noyce and Ian
McMorrin have done good pioneering in this direction. Theirs is a summit;
but not, I think, the final one. Robin Hodgkin

Report on the Geological Survey of Nepal By Toni Hagen. Records of the Swiss
Academy for Natural Sciences 1960. Vol. 86/1. Volume I. Preliminary Reconnaissance.
Attached Plates. Quarto, Pp. 185. 136 figures (sketches and illustrations). 6 plates with
maps and cross-sections. Printed by Art. Institut OreH Fussli, Zurich. Publishers,
Gebr. Fretz, Zurich, 1969. Price Fr. 100.

We have been awaiting with keen interest for more than a decade the appear
ance of the great work by Dr Toni Hagen on the geology of Nepal. For a
variety of reasons, which need not be gone into here, we had to be satisfied
for a long time with his preliminary reports. Now, at laEt, the first two parts
of his voluminous work are to hand. For reasons of space we have been obliged
to limit ourselves to a review of vol 1 only, which, however, is of the greatest
interest not only to scientists but also to climbers and travellers seriously
interested in the Himalaya of Nepal-and more or less proficient in the
English tongue.

An obvious method of going to work would have been to proceed on simple
geographical principles and devote a specific territory to each of the five or
six volumes, ranging from east to west, but it was considered necessary to
start with a general review. It may seem a trifle presumptuous to attempt to
write a large comprehensive summary in the first volume instead of waiting for
the appearance of the complete work, and even the reviewer thinks it highly
probable that some modifications will eventually prove necessary, but this
should in no way detract from the importance and magnitude of this classic
work on Nepal.

The young Swiss geologist (born in Frauenfeld, Thurgau on 17 August 1917)
was commissioned by' the United Nations (United Nations Programme of
Technical Assistance-UNTA for short) and began his field work in Nepal
in October 1950, terminating it in April 1958. Five of these eight years were
spent in Nepal and the rest in Switzerland. In all, Hagen made nineteen
expeditions, the longest of which lasted for 6t months. He travelled more
than 14,000 km on foot, equivalent to approximately the distance between
the North Pole and Cape Town, and ascended and descended at least 950 km
in height, which is more than one hundred times the height of Everest
(8848 m) above sea-level. His field work, which consisted of observations,
drawing, surveying, collecting and photography, was rendered almost un
bearable owing to his extreme solitude, somewhat alleviated by his two
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faithful Sherpas. But during the whole period he entirely lacked white company
and had no radio; his sole connection with the outside world was by post
carrier every three or four weeks. He was only able to master this by dint of
tireless activity, with no rest days and eternal wrestling with fresh scientific
problems. Only someone who has worked as a scientist in the wilds can
appreciate and admire the accomplishments of Toni Hagen.

His field work comprised: twenty field books, containing 2437 geological
sketches and panoramic views; ninety-six geological cross-sections I: 100,000

from the Ganges Plain to the Tibetan border; approximately 8000 geological
negatives; thousands of colour transparencies covering geology as well as
human aspects; the field-original of the geological map of Nepali: 250,000;

several hundred rock and mineral specimens; more than 300 complete fossils;
and about 1200 pages containing various observations on the economic pattern
and life of the people, together with personal experiences and adventures.

There is enough material here for six volumes and for further exploration
in Nepal.

Subsequent to this exciting preface of 7f pages, Chapter 1 (nine pages and
two maps) gives a geographical summary of Nepal with its natural divisions,
Chapter 2 (ten pages and numerous figures) a short note on the history of
geological research in the Central Himalaya. Chapter 3 deals in fifteen num
bered sections with the tectonic structure of Nepal, with special reference
to the gigantic nappes structure. The complicated formation of twenty-two
nappes established by Hagen will arouse much discussion among geological
experts. Even in our well-trodden Alps many problems have been disputed
for years.

Chapter 4 (twenty-one pages) is devoted to six areas which are also of the
utmost interest to mountaineers: Dhaulagiri, Annapurna, Gurkha-Himal
(Manaslu group), Langtrang, Everest-Makalu and Kangchenjunga massifs.
Mount Everest is the best known of the 8000 m peaks, also from a geological
standpoint. Despite this, the interpretations of the British explorers L. R.
Wager and N. E. Odell, the Geneva geologist A. Lombard in collaboration
with the petrologists M. Gysin and D. Krummenacher, the French P. Bordet
and M. Latreille, the ZUrich geologist A. Gansser and Toni Hagen himself,
differ not inconsiderably. The entirely uncontroversial compilation of the
various interpretations, complete with tables, geological cartographic sketches,
longitudinal and cross-sections and stereograms partially based upon the
beautiful photogrammetric Everest map of Erwin Schneider, makes a com
parative study very delightful for all experts, and also gives lay readers
insight into the tectonic structure of the Himalaya.
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Lombard and Hagen agree that the limestone cap of Everest summit does
not form part of the carboniferous system as was generally assumed, but
must be attributed to the Devonian era. Specimens brought back from the
successful ascents of 1956 and 1963 contained fragments of fossilised Crinoidea
(sea lilies) which, owing to their state of preservation, could not serve as
index fossils but would appear to belong to the middle Palaeozoic system.
The pelitic rocks (fine-grained detritus sediments) of the 'Chang Series'
between the North Col (6990 m) and the summit limestone probably belong
to the lower Palaeozoic system (Cambrian-Ordovician-Silurian). The well
known 'Yellow Band' between the Lhotse and Nuptse 'Schuppe' doubtless
carboniferous, for these 'Yellow Band Series' appear frequently in the whole
of the Himalayan Marginal Schuppen zone, and its incorporation in the
carboniferous era is determined by fossils. The magnificent illustrations
depicted in Figs. 121-7 (photographs with explanatory sketches by Hagen)
indicate clearly the structure of the Everest massif. The very skilfully produced
tectonic stereograms in Figs. 29-35 make everything abundantly clear to
the non-technical reader by means of a combination of cross-sections and
topography.

Chapter 5 (ten pages) deals with the rise of the Himalaya and the origin of
the drainage system with its well-known antecedent rivers (older than the
mountains), and Chapter 6 (eleven pages) reconstructs the topographical
development. This is a precise confirmation of the theory of 'lifted islands'
(Hebungsinseln) conceived by G. O. Dyhrenfurth in 1931, and repeatedly
defended by him. By this is meant the dissection of the main chain of the
Himalaya into blocks lifted above the normal sub-equality of summit level
(Gipfelfiur). It is not possible to define this dissection as due to erosion, as has
often been attempted. The excessive height of the 8000 m massifs has mainly
come about by early local lifting movement. Mount Everest is a classic
example of this, as its summit is tectonical in the dip of a syncline-a
trough-and despite this it overtops its surroundings.

Chapter 7 (six pages) is a comparative study of the Alps and the considerably
younger Himalaya, illustrated by Plate 5 and Figs II9-20. At the end of
this volume are lists of the pictorial supplements and a bibliography up to
1960. G. o. Dyhrenfurth

Montagne Di Groenlandia By Mario Fantin. Pp 367. Profusely illustrated. Tamari
Editori Bologna, 1969. Italian text. Price Lire 14,000.

To compress into one book the mountain exploration of the largest island in the .
world is an achievement in itself. But to present it in such good order, and with
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such wealth of detail with such authenticity is truly remarkable. It is not a book
of comment. The author has attempted to include every expedition, mention
every climber and list every peak climbed. It is a tall order, and if he has here
and there made an omission or an error one can readily forgive him. To anyone
looking for a complete survey of Greenland mountaineering up to 1968, this is
it. There is none better. (1969 is offered, but is incomplete.)

Mario Fantin is an inveterate explorer of mountains and a superb photographer
and member of this club. His photo-stories of mountain chains around the
world are not generally available in English or he would be better known. He is
a comparative newcomer to the Greenland Arctic, having come first on one
of Guido Monzino's lush 'everything provided' expeditions in 1964 to the
Staunings Alps. Since then he has visited the west coast and done a spring sledge
journey. Obviously, the charm and spectacle of the country have got into his
blood, and are revealed in his fine pictures.

The book is divided into three sections. The first provides all Greenland's vital
statistics, be it weather or her girth at latitude 72°N. There is a run-down on
glacier theory and picturesque diagrams of glacier calving. For purposes of
identity he divides the country into twenty-two regions. The only criticism is
to suggest that region twenty, from Carlsbergfondets Land (Lat. 76°N) to
Independence Fjord, covers too much terrain, almost 400 miles of coast, high
variable terrain. Future expeditions will create the sub-divisions.

The second section provides a history of mountaineering year by year. This is
perhaps where the book is least balanced, through no fault of the author. He
has had to depend on the detail available to him, and whether the expeditions
were important or otherwise, he has devoted space more on the basis of the
volume of published material than on merit. Those expeditions that pub
lished nothing, or obscurely or modestly, suffered the fate of total omission.
One looks in vain for the efforts of the Bangor and Dundee University expedi
tions to the Staunings. To those who regard exploration as the art of being first
there, there are going to be some disappointments. Cima di Granita was
Glamistinde before Monzino christened the granite peak, and Merchistontop
pene never adapted to being called Islington (Maps 25 and 29). The confusion
of place-names on so crowded an area is, of course, a trivial matter, and Fantin
is to be congratulated on having created maps with names that are almost nearly
perfect. One wonders, however, why he decided to spend so much space in
following the wanderings of expeditions up and down glaciers. The picture
here is so far from being complete as to falsify completely the history of local
exploration in many cases. Thus, the first crossing of the Staunings Alps is
attributed to the 1960 expedition, whereas in fact it lay with an earlier trip, and
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it is only through careful reading of the text that the first ascent of the Devil's
Thumb in Melville Bay emerges. Ejnar Mikkelsen's probes into the Blosseville
coast have no mention. Nevertheless, the maps present a wealth of valuable
detail of the utmost value to any forthcoming expedition. If anything, their
greatest weakness is not showing the vast chunks of Greenland still unexplored.

The third part is a series of extracts from people's writings about Greenland
mountaineering, all translated into Italian, some 102 extracts of varying length,
providing a fascinating compendium of Greenland lore, and a straight-from
the-horse's-mouth comment on most expeditions.

Photographically the book is rich in material. Fantin, of course, dominates the
credits, and he has wonderful stuff to offer. His pictures of Eskimos and their
environment are particularly fine and sensitive. He has borrowed in an effort
to obtain a representative series of pictures. Many, too many, are from the
Danish Geodetic Survey, and are aerial shots from great heights. The rest come
from a small band of continental climbers, and for this restricted reason fail to
provide as wide a pictorial representation of Greenland as the text does.

The book has an Italian bias. The pictures and personalities depict the Italian
contingent, and none other.

Even the most exacting reader should now be thirsting to buy this work. He will
be rewarded by an appendix on Eskimo words and phrases. Now one simply
needs an Italian dictionary. Malcolm Slesser

Mountain Midsummer By Michael Gill. Pp 220. Illustrations and Maps. Hodder
and Stoughton, London and Auckland, 1969. Price 50S.

It is a long time since I enjoyed a climbing book so much. Michael Gill has an
impressive and varied climbing record-his native New Zealand, the Himalaya
and the Antarctic, with interludes in Wales and Chamonix. He tells the story
vividly, with modesty and humour, but the merit of Mountain Midsummer does
not lie only in this. Gill never attempts to discuss what is sometimes called the
philosophy of climbing-and this is perhaps why he reveals himself so clearly
as an unusually complete mountaineer. Every facet of the experience among
mountains which has attracted men since the earliest days of the sport is part
of his story; he has the opportunity and the skill to be both a mountain explorer
in the classic tradition and a successful exponent of modern techniques. If you
did most of your climbing thirty years ago and are curious to know what it
would have been like if you had possessed the ability and determination of a
later generation, this book will help you to the answer.
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By the end of his second season in the Southern Alps Gill had climbed Mount
Cook and several other of the peaks which surround it, but although he
returned later to this region, the lower and less frequented ranges attracted him
much more-especially the Darrans, near Milford Sound. Unlike the majority
of the Southern Alps this complex of mountains is steep, sound granite; Mount
Tutoko, the highest peak, just over 9000 ft, had been climbed many years
before but, it apart, the Darrans were almost untouched country at his first
visit. Soon Gill and his companions were making new routes of high technical
standard-one was illustrated in A.J. 74 [48]. Later in the Llanberis Pass,
YDs reminded him of routes up which they carried packs to their camps and
his only climb on a very brief visit to Chamonix showed that grade 5 pitches
were evidently well within the Darran standard. But the peaks were not all
'the allure and atmosphere of the New Zealand hills lie in their close association
of forested valley and mountain'. The strenuous approaches to the hills; the
problems of flooded rivers; sodden camps and snow-caves; long valley journeys
when it was too cold to climb are all part of the story.

Gill's good fortune was, however, not confined to opening-up perhaps the last
great climbing area in New Zealand. He did this and also visited the Himalaya
with Hillary while pursuing his studies as a medical student. Without decrying
the achievement of those to whom mountaineering is the dominant occupation,
one can still recognise the special advantage of those who climb-and write
about it-solely for enjoyment. Hillary's 'Himalayan and Scientific Expedition
1960-61' enabled Gill to combine both his interests. After a light-hearted
account of the Yeti hunt, he describes the physiologists wintering party and the
humour of life with the Sherpas. Then follows the successful ascent of Ama
Dablam and the misfortunes on Makalu. Both are well described, but the
mountaineering high-light of the book follows his return to New Zealand-a
desperate enterprise on a steep, and often rotten, buttress on the Ramsay face
of Mount Whitcombe.

Gill returned to the Himalaya in 1963 with Hillary's Schoolhouse Expedition,
taking part in the ascents of Taweche and Kangtega, as well as doing medical
work in the valleys. His account of a smallpox epidemic is memorable, parti
cularly for the candour with which he conveys his own fears. The final chapter
takes us to Mount Herschel in the Antarctic, again with Hillary, another well
described expedition.

'Mike', writes Sir Edmund Hillary in his Foreword, 'is a magnificent com
panion', and one can quite see why. Part of the pleasure of the book, and one
suspects of his contribution to expeditions also, is an apparent total lack of
acrimony. Personal anecdotes abound-often amusing-but never unkind.
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The reviewer is encouraged to act likewise, but as the book so deserves to run to
more than one edition, it is reasonable to hope that the publisher can improve
the reproduction of many of the illustrations and place them in, or at least near
to, the relevant parts of the text. Those unfamiliar with ew Zealand would be
helped by a little more detail on some of the maps, especially heights, and the
brief account of Wales contains mis-spellings.

Finally, the happy choice and variety of the quotations in chapter headings
deserve note-Shakespeare, Fairburn, Lewis Carroll, de Saussure and Captain
Cook, among others. Any fear that the book is thus made too ponderous should
be dispelled by his choice from de Saussure, to introduce the chapter which
shows that the last few feet of Taweche were an unjustified risk; ' ... I was afraid
you would imagine that I wanted to reach the highest peak, which is still virgin
and will, I expect, remain so eternally, like your friend Mademoiselle M'.

Scott Russell

The Mountains of Switzerland: The Adventure of the High Alps Edited, with
photographs and commentary, by Herbert Maeder, with an introduction by Dr Werner
Kiimpfen and contributions by Prof. Georges Grosjean and Dr Riccio Bianchi. Trans
lated by Hendrik P. B. Betlem. George Allen and Unwin, London, 1968. Price £5 5S.

This is primarily a book of pictures, and superb pictures they are. Herbert
Maeder is not only a Swiss alpinist of wide experience, but a professional
photographer. This book, made with the co-operation of the Swiss National
Tourist Office, evidences both his skills.

The pictures, accompanied by detailed captions, cover most parts of the Swiss
Alps. They begin with the Valais and the Bernese Oberland, and go on to a
number of regions less well-known at least to British climbers. Some of the
most interesting are the series of particular climbs, such as the North face of the
Zermatt Breithorn, and the Matterhorn. Maeder is a good enough climber to
take action shots in interesting places. Almost all the pictures are in black and
white, and all the better for that. They excel in dramatic contrasts of light and
shade, and in the action shots, in an extraordinarily sharp and accurate defin
ition, even in reproduction. The reproduction is splendid, and doubtless the
explanation of the regrettably high price.

Besides the pictures and their captions there is a written text consisting of
chapters on Alpine history, on geology, flora and fauna, on becoming a moun
taineer and on the dangers of mountaineering. These are competent enough,
but lack the distinction of the pictures. The two chapters directly concerned
with mountaineering are aimed at the layman. Readers who are themselves
mountaineers may find the other chapters more interesting because less
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familiar; they will at least be reminded that there is more than just climbing
to a proper knowledge of the mountains.

Not the least interesting piece of text is a letter written in Zurich by Konrad
Gessner in 154I. 'So long as God gives me the years to live, I have pledged
myself from now onwards to climb several mountains, or at least one of them,
each year when the flowers are in bloom, partly to gain more knowledge
thereof, partly to give some worthy exercise to the body and to cheer the
spirit.... He must be an enemy of nature who does not consider it worthy to
allow himself the profound contemplation of the stately mountains.' Much has
changed in four centuries, but the Swiss mountains have not, and Gessner
would have found much in common with the author of this book, his latter-day
compatriot, in his manner of enjoying them. Anthony Rawlinson

Andinismo en la Cordillera Blanca By Cesar Morales Arnao. Pp 54. Illustrations
Ediciones Turismo Andino, Lima, 1968. Spanish Text.

Of the seven chapters that form this book-plus some appendixes with
miscellaneous information-six offer a geographical description of the Cordil
lera Blanca, as well as some aspects of its history. All this information is of
a rather general nature, as if intended for readers not too familiar with the area.
Chapter 2 ('Estadistica Andina') contains, however, information intended for
the specialized mountaineer. It lists all the known ascents made in the range
from 1908 to 1967 inclusive. Peaks are listed in alphabetical order; a total of
204 names (official and unofficial) has been entered.

This little book by Senor Morales Arnao will be known from now on precisely
for this statistic of ascents in the Cordillera Blanca. Inevitably, it has errors.
A peak may be listed at times under two different names (e.g., San Julian and
Champara Noroeste); or a peak may not deserve to be mentioned as an inde
pendent or a well-defined mountain (as in the case of Alpamayo's northern
point). And there is also the problem of heights. Some of the information
accumulated by expeditions before 1967 has not been taken into account (e.g.
Alpamayo appears as 6120 m high). Finally, the list of ascents has not been
searched for possible errors. One such error was to ascribe ascents of both
Pisco peaks to A. Gregory and H. L. Stembridge (1963), when it was reported
that they ascended only the easternmost.

And yet, this list is the best we have so far and no other mountaineer has
prepared a more complete one than Senor Morales Arnao himself. This book
is particularly recommended to mountaineers, who will find it useful to have it
at hand while climbing in that range, and can fit it anywhere in a climbing sack.
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Chapter 7 may attract those interested in the meaning of Indian place-names; a
fine English version of this work, prepared by H. Adams Carter, appeared in
A.A.J. I966. Evelio Echevarria

The Mountain of my Fear By David Roberts. Pp 157. IUustrated with photographs
and maps. Souvenir Press, London. Price 25S.

This is as strange a climbing book as anyone is likely to read in the year. It
could not have been written by a British or European climber.

The author-with three friends, Ed, Matt and Don-made, in 1967, a hard and
dangerous first ascent of the Western face of Mount Huntington in Alaska.
Ed was killed during the descent.

The actual climbing descriptions are standard expedition stuff: 'Don took over
the lead for the last bit to the Col. He was able to make three tricky snow-shoe
steps right up to the very top of it. Before Matt or I could get there, he let out
an involuntary "Wow". When we got to the Col we saw why; we looked over a
3000 foot gulf.' Or, worse: 'Matt looked disappointed; Ed looked as if he were
saying to himself, "What are they trying to tell us." But they gave up the effort
and returned with us to the Col.' No, it is the brash psychology throughout the
book which is so interesting; the whole thing might well have been produced
from an analyst's consulting room.

Mr Roberts explains his friendships to us: 'Gradually, though, our feelings of
hostility wore off and nostalgia wore on. We wrote each other letters, business
like at first; but we softened, and awkwardly apologised.' That was Don,
Matt was in a different category. He was a best friend, after Don, but he lacked
a feeling of total commitment. Some of the pre-expedition philosophy clearly
defeated him.

Poor Ed, so dreadfully lost in the dark after the peak had been won, had, as his
outstanding characteristic, 'a cheerful easygoingness that Matt, Don, and I were
incapable of'. His father had said: 'it's hard for you boys to understand how
parents can worry about this kind of thing.'

The whole book, it seems to me, is not so much an account of a difficult climb,
as an attempt by the author to discover himself. He is speculating about some
thing, the littleness of man, the death of the stars, the 'elemental courage of
wanting to live', on almost every page. He tries all the time to write above him
self, perhaps above us: He makes no new discovery.
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Should the book be bought, then, or borrowed? Yes, it should. I have upwards
of a hundred climbing books in the house; not one of them is like this, or any
thing like it. These four men, by our standards, were non-communicators.
Books are mentioned, but not listed. They played Monopoly, were disturbed
by a copy of Playboy, included a football in the expedition equipment. Mr
Roberts seems haunted by the loss of Ed, over anxious about himself and his
struggle for self-expression. I have read his book twice, trying to see him
through the print and the appalling prose style. I think I know him now, and
would like him if we met. Kevin Fitzgerald

North Face, the Second Conquest of the Alps By Walter Unsworth. Pp 123. Illustra
tions. Hutchinson, London, 1969. Price 20S.

The title of this work, which is intended for the younger reader, is misleading,
since considerable coverage is given to six big climbs which are not north
face climbs, whereas great north face climbs such as the Droites, the Charmoz
and the Triolet are not mentioned.

Some of the descriptions seem over-dramatised or inaccurate. For instance, the
Difficult Crack on the Eiger does not lead to an area of bare unclimbable slabs
(p 93), but to easy ground which itself abuts against the vertical Rote Fluh. The
easy ground continues leftwards for some way to the start of the Hinterstoisser
Traverse.

The author rightly complains that British climbers were not encouraged to
emulate the continental north wall climbers in the 3os, and so in view of
this his paragraph on p 117, 'The conquest of the Dru north face was a superb
piece of climbing, executed without incident, and a lesson to less experienced
climbers who were dying on Nordwands all over the Alps through sheer
incompetence', seems rather strong. Despite this paragraph and the title of
the book, the ascent of the Dru North face is not described, whereas Bonatti
on the South-west pillar gets considerable coverage. Rather oddly too the
German word Nordwand keeps appearing even when French and Italian
mountains are discussed, instead of the English 'North face'.

Col Moore is, surely, not one of the most dangerous passes in the region
(p 129). It is, perhaps, one of the safest, and certainly much easier to cross
than the Col de la Fourche.

On p 130 Bonatti is given the credit for the first ascent on the Brenva side
of the very difficult Col de Peuterey in 1961, whereas the Guide Vallot gives
the first ascent to G. and M. Herzog, Rebuffat and Terray in 1944.
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For the non-climbing public and for the young climber, particularly the
beginner, this is a very readable book with many exciting stories. It might
even encourage them to try to obtain more detailed accounts by such men as
Graham Brown, Young, Harrer and others whose exploits are described.

Ray Colledge

Annapurna to Dhaulagiri: A Decade of Mountaineering in Nepal Himalaya
1950-11)60 By Gurung Harka. Published by the Department of Information of His
Majesty's Government of Nepal, and printed by His Majesty's Government Press. 1968.

This is a catalogue of some 100 expeditions to the Nepal Himalaya in what can
be described as the Golden Decade of Himalayan mountaineering, from the
ascent of Annapurna in 1950 to the ascent of Dhaulagiri in 1960. Each expedi
tion is summarised in about half a page. All expeditions whose accounts have
been published in books or journals are described, and the reference to the
publication where the full account may be found is given. Thus for any party
considering climbing in Nepal, the book provides a handy summary of the
expeditions of the fifties and a guide for more detailed research.

One hopes that the author may write a similar booklet about the expeditions of
the 60S, and so bring this summary up to date.

Mr Gurung, a hillman from Western Nepal, graduated in geography at Edin
burgh. Perhaps as a result of his contacts in Britain he appreciates the climber's
approach to mountains, something his fellow countrymen often find difficult
to understand. The author has travelled extensively in the mountains of Nepal,
and some excellent coloured photographs and sketches taken or drawn by him
appear in this book. The black and white photographs, from other sources,
suffer from inferior printing.

There is an interesting statistical summary, which shows, among other things,
that British expeditions outnumbered those of other countries, with thirty-two
out of a total of ninety-five, the next highest being the Japanese with sixteen
and the Swiss with ten. There is also an amusing appendix on the Yeti and a
useful list of the forty-eight peaks of over 25,000 ft. C. G. Wylie

Mountain Leadership By Eric Langmuir. Pp 89. 54 diagrams. Scottish Council
of Physical Recreation, Edinburgh, 1969. Price lOS.

The official handbook of the Mountain Leadership Training Boards of Great
Britain is an inexpensive, military-style manual of safety in the mountains.
Edited (and largely written) by Eric Langmuir, a foremost authority on
training in this field,' it is an important contribution to education in basic
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mountain craft, representing the distillation of nearly a decade of experience
in the formal training of mountain leaders.

Though the nature of the work has dictated the rather disjointed style of
presentation, there are, nevertheless, some original contributions to our
knowledge of mountain craft, particularly in snow and ice climbing. Chapter
16, on snow structure and avalanches, is a particularly valuable offering to
our rather sparse literature on these phenomena.

Material presented in this form is bound to be dogmatic. Although the con
venience and accuracy of the Silva compass is not in doubt, why is the pris
matic compass declared unacceptable? I find it superior to any pattern of

ilva compass for taking accurate bearings in the field, and it can be used
equally well for marching on a bearing. When one is a prismatic addict, it is
second nature to carry a protractor.

Chapter 6 is an excellent account of the dangers of 'exposure', with particular
reference to climbing in Britain. Recognition and treatment are discussed in
detail and should be compulsory reading for all who describe themselves
as mountaineers. This chapter alone is worth the cost of the book.

Having once, when stormbound on a ridge in Norway, thrown away an
ice-axe enveloped in St Elmo's fire I was somewhat shamefaced to read that
extraneous equipment does not attract lightning and that, but for ignorance,
I could have taken a number of simple precautions to avoid being struck.
Other costly and damaging personal errors on steep snow lead me to endorse
whole-heartedly the statement in Chapter 13 (Belaying on snow and ice):
'Current literature (and I would add practice) advocates traditional techniques
which are based on false premises and which do not stand up to critical exami
nation and practical tests'.

Finally, the numerous appendices offer useful check-lists for the harassed
mountaineer departing hurriedly for the hills in any season. Robert Pettigrew

Medicine for Mountaineering Published by The Mountaineers. U.S.A. 1967.

This book is intended for use by expeditions of any length or size which have
no doctor with them, and in clear everyday language it fulfills this purpose
admirably. Its use should not be restricted to parties without doctors, for it is a
mistake to rely on one medical member of an expedition, who is often as liable
as anyone else to injury or sickness. Unlike other books your reviewer has come
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across, this excellent handbook covers common illnesses (varying from migraine
to appendicitis) which may have to be dealt with, as well as accidents. This is
clearly very important for an expedition, for illness is more likely than injury.
The text also contains suggestions as to the best procedures under most
mountaineering 'circumstances', e.g. that it is less damaging to walk on a frost
bitten foot than to thaw it immediately and then have to walk. These procedures
are not found in first-aid manuals. As is pointed out in the preface, such
manuals commonly describe what to do until the doctor arrives, which is not
adequate when the nearest doctor may be days away.

As with any book suggesting forms of treatment, there will be a controversy in
medical circles over some of the procedures suggested but this is preferable by
far to the suffering of unnecessary injury and pain, or possibly even death,
merely because nobody knew what to do.

There are ample clear drawings and diagrams and the appendices include lists
of medical equipment and drugs for expeditions. Catherine MacInnes

Secourisme en Montagne Produced under the general editorship of Prof. R. Merle
d'Aubigne by the Federation Fran.,aise de la Montagne. Pp 197. Illustrated with
diagrams and sketches. Editions Serpic-France-Selections, Paris, 1969. Price
NF 10.50. French text.

This admirable work is thoroughly recommended as an example of good
comprehensive treatment of emergency situations in the mountains. The reader
is instructed on the proper steps to take to avoid such emergencies and so far as
possible on the correct procedures to follow when they do occur. The drawings
illustrate very clearly the precepts in the text. Amongst other aspects dealt with
in this unusually comprehensive book are body-heat regulation, lightning in
the mountains, exposure, diet on the hill and in the valley, the loading of an
injured person into a light aircraft and the psychological facets of prevention
and cure.

Le Petit Sherpa aux Yeux Bleus By Bernard Pierre. Pp 30. Illustrated in colour by
Jean Reschovsky. Editions Fernand Nathan, Paris, 1969. Text in French.

Always ~ Little Further By Alastair Borthwick. Pp 221, John Smith and Son. Glasgow,
1969. PrIce 20$.

These two children's books are written in styles whose contrast is not obscured
by the difference of language. The English book was first published thirty
years ago, and returns by popular acclaim. It is a well written, and in mountain
eering terms an accurate book which tells of three young men beginning their
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mountaineering careers. The reader is introduced to many well-known climbs
in Scotland. Bernard Pierre's book, however, is for the younger child and has,
correspondingly, much less of genuine, rather than fantastical, mountaineering
lore. It is well and simply illustrated.

C.A.I. Sezione Fiorentina 1868-1C)68. Pp 462. Illustrated. Published for the Sezione
Fiorentina of the Italian Alpine Club by Arti Grafiche Tamari, 1969. Italian text.

This handsome and erudite volume marks a notable centenary.

Guide-booksl

Le Massif des Ecrins. Vol. I, Meije-Ecrins By L. Devies, F. Labande and M. Laloue,
Pp 636. Eighty diagrams, and a map. (Third edition.) B. Arthaud, Paris, 1969. Price
80 Fr.

Confirmed lovers of the High Dauphine will be glad to see this first volume of
the new edition of the old G.H.M. guide. A third larger than the previous
edition, one must question whether a text of 636 pages can remain a book to be
tucked in the climber's pocket or rucsac; perhaps three volumes are now
needed to cover this highly developed area.

One is, however, filled with admiration for the thoroughness and clarity of
description. Certain features will especially commend themselves to foreign
users of the guide: the details of facilities in the main valleys, for instance, the
list of specially recommended climbs, and the map included with the book.
The page headings could perhaps be improved: the name of the chapter or
group could be on one side of the spread only, the name of the mountain on the
other. Otherwise the standard is very high; paper, print and binding being all
excellent.

And what an area the authors have to describe! Though the rock may not be
always good, the huts may be as crowded as anywhere in the Alps, and the
danger of stonefall a real one on a good few routes, yet the area has an atmos
phere of savage beauty unmatched by the peculiar spires of the Dolomites, or
the studied grandeur of Mont Blanc and its satellites. Are there perhaps now
some British alpinists who, getting bored with the inevitably perfect Chamonix
1 New guide-books to British climbs are mentioned in pp 248 et seq.
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granite, or the apparently endless succession of peg-studded Dolomite over
hangs, may find new inspiration in the problems associated with the great
black Dauphine north faces: rocks which if not glazed with verglas, range in
quality from 'delite' to 'pourri', or the great ice-couloirs where speed in the
early half-light is the only defence against the midday stonefall ?There are still
new routes to be found in this area, and a careful study of this book will help to
reveal some of the gaps. E. A. Wrangham

Graians East: Gran Paradiso Area By R. G. Collomb. Pp. 84. Illustrated. West Col
Productions, Reading, Berks, 1969. Price 32S 6d.

This guide-book seems to me to be a bit short and too restrictive. Some ofthe
classic routes are very well described but a lot of good routes are covered in a
very condensed form, and this, from my point of view, does not heighten or
maintain the authority of the series. It is either better to reach a region and
climb as you feel fit and then check on the guide-book what is given for the
routes you have done, or to read the guide-book beforehand and prepare a
programme in advance. But anyway you need a good book, as complete as
possible. Although some of the pictures at the end of the book are good at
showing various routes, a few aerial pictures would have been better for general
vIews.

Apart from this I would like to say that you can find some other regions with
'large numbers' of ibexes, for example the Swiss National Park and Fionnay
Reserve. Also, the direct way by car to Aosta is as quick through Martigny
and the Great Saint Bernard tunnel as it is through Chamonix and the Mont
Blanc tunnel. The climbing times given to reach the various huts are, as in the
Italian guide-book, a bit too short, especially if you are heavily loaded. The
meal prices at the Vittorio Emmanuele II hut are no higher than in a London
pub, butofcourse you have to like spaghetti, as it is the cheapestplat de resistance
in all Italy.

The Gran Paradiso area is one of the less crowded regions in the Alps, and
even if the routes are not very long and the mountains not very high, it was a
good idea to publish a guide-book about it, and I hope that many English
climbers will in future spend days in these regions, especially when the con
ditions are poor in the north of the Alps (Chamonix, Zermatt). Denis Bertholet

Zermatt and District: Alpine Guide II By Robin Collomb. Pp 242. Illustrated.
Constable, London, 1969. Price 30S.

This rather expensive little work is the first of Robin ColIomb's 'Tourist's
Guide-books' to major Alpine resorts. Certain of the information it contains
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is likely only to be temporarily of complete accuracy, but the detail is so
exhaustive and comprehensive that this is no more than a mild criticism.
The book is excellent of its kind but wilI need to be kept up to date. Moun
taineering receives relatively scant attention in it and one cannot help feeling
that what there is, is inserted for the sake of completeness rather than to
inform the reader. The guideless climber may, however, derive much pleasure
from costing out his Alpine season against the guide's tariff (pp 175-7).
The dedication appropriately recognises the part that Bernard Biner played
for Englishmen in Zermatt (AJ. 70 378). Michael Baker

Central Switzerland: Grimsel-Furka-Susten By Jeremy O. Talbot. Pp 181. Anno
tated line drawings; sketch maps. West Col Alpine Guides, 1969. Price 38s.

There is no doubt that Jeremy Talbot has done a great job in writing this new
guide-book. I have read it all through and am convinced that it is even better
than the German language ones.

!fost of the descriptions of routes that I know personalIy are well done, but
there are a couple with which I disagree. I quote them below, together with
my suggested amendments:

P 37, Route 0 53 ' ... Pass the two distinct gullies coming down from the
Gelmerluecke and Gelmersattel, then rise to meet the third gulIy

descending from the S. Gelmerluecke. UsualIy faint tracks give a fair
indication of the way. Climb this gully without difficulty to the luecke (1t-2
hours).'

' ... Pass one distinct deep gully coming down from the Gelmerluecke,
then traverse or descend to meet a groove leading upwards left across the
big east slab of the Gross and Klein Gelmerhorn. Then climb up the gully,
mostly on grassy tracks, to the Gelmerluecke.'
P 39, Route No 62 ' ... then down slightly to join the gully running down
from the N Gelmerluecke. Climb this to the top, then traverse on the W side
over scree and easy rocks. Continue up a minor ridge to join the main N ridge,
and follow this easily to summit (2-3 hours from hut).'

, ... then down slightly to join the gully running down from the N
Gelmerluecke. Climb this on its right side to the top, then traverse west over
scree and easy rocks into a hidden gully behind a small ridge running up to
join the main N ridge. Over this, if necessary, to the east side, thence to the
top (2-3 hours from hut).'

I should add that my school-the Alpine School, Andermatt-is willing to
give information to climbers on request. Martin Epp

21
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Die Hutten des Deutschen Alpenvereins By Gunter Hauser and Marianne Klotz.
lIlustrated. Published for the Deutscher Alpenverein, 1969- Price not stated.

The comprehensive list of huts contained in this pocket-book, together with
the detailed information on the facilities they offer and their location and
access, make it a useful work for reference and planning purposes.

Mountains of Kenya By Peter Robson. Pp 80. Twenty-four illustrations. Published
for The Mountain Club of Kenya by The East African Publishing House, Nairobi, 1969.
Price lOS (E.A.).

The latest publication of the Mountain Club of Kenya is addressed not to the
rock-climber or Alpine mountaineer, but to the hill scrambler and mountain
walker. So it will appeal to a very wide public, including the not-so-young
mountaineer-and even the ambitious climber may spot something worth his
attention, such as the knife-edge ridge on Kulal, never yet crossed.

Peter Robson, a member of the Alpine Club and the Alpine Ski Club and until
recently a professor at the University of East Africa, has here revised and
expanded an earlier mimeographed guide-book. The result is well printed and
produced, bound in thick card but still flexible enough for a reasonably
capacious pocket.

For a peak to be included in this book, a criterion of 7000 ft has been adopted,
and very few expeditions are mentioned below this height.

And what a marvellous panorama is here unfolded-almost 100 mountains or
mountain expeditions, plus a separate account of routes over Mount Kenya
(excluding the main peak which is the subject of a separate guide-book). Tl:e
notes include Access (usually day or week-end trips by Land Rover or E.P.C.
= Enterprising Private Car), Routes, and relevant maps.

A guide-book must, of course, stand or fall by the accuracy of its information,
especially on Routes. The present reviewer could find no fault with the notes on
the peaks he knows. Most of the Routes are reported fairly fully, with a note
of the time required. A few, mainly up remote peaks in the Pokot and Turkana
areas, are little more than indications of where to pick up a guide, as for example
in the description of Sekerr.

Anyone who is thinking of a trip to Kenya, and who is not entirely chair-bound,
should get hold of a copy. And, of course, anyone who lives in Kenya should
have one on his bookshelf and another in the side-pocket of his car.

Richard Hennings
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The Himalaya: An lllustrated Summary ofthe World's Highest Mountain Ranges
Bv D. Mordecai. Daw Sen & Co. Ltd., Calcutta, 1966. Price £1 7S; from R. A. Redfern,
O·ld Brampton, Chesterfield, Derbyshire.

This is an annotated list of 569 peaks of 20,000 ft and over, in the Himalaya,
Karakoram and Hindu Kush, graded in descending order of height from
Everest down. In addition to the mountains, the ranges they are in, their height,
latitude and longitude, are all given, and a final column includes notes on
whether they have been climbed, and by whom. There are thirty-six photo
graphs of peaks, and twenty-one portraits of the members of the Indian 1965

Everest party.

In the main, this is a useful summary, though inevitably getting a little out of
date, as fresh ascents are made. T. S. Blakeney

Munro's Tables of the Jooo-foot Mountains in Scotland, and Other Tables of
Lesser Heights. Revised edition. Pp 96. Eight illus. Scottish Mountaineering Trust,
1969. Price 28s. (£1.40) net.

Munro's Tables are so well known, and so essential a possession of everyone
who loves the mountains, that their review seems superfluous. The very title
of the volume indicates the contents, and as this edition is likely to be the last on
the present basis, before O.S. maps are published with metric heights and
scales, there is no point in making further comment on what has been accepted
as a standard compilation, whose factual details cannot change, except infinites
imally in the light of revised heights, for fifty years. The 'Tables of Lesser
Heights' were first included in the 1953 edition, and give the 2500 ft summits
in Scotland with ascent of 500 ft on all sides, and those in the Scottish Lowlands
of 2000 ft and above.

The Guide-book Committee of the S.M.C. have been right in reprinting
Munro's Tables virtually unchanged, except for a revised O.S. height of a few
feet here and there, as a classic of the pre-metric era. It will be interesting
to see the nature of the new list of mountains expressed in metric heights that
the S.M.C. must surely, in due course, publish; for if the logical standard of
'ein tausend' metres is adopted, all the mountains in Munro's Tables below
3280 ft will be unrecorded, including all the Cuillin summits, Ben Lomond,
and many other famous and well-loved mountain names.

The review, therefore, of this new edition of Munro's Tables will be confined
to the following comments:

The conventional six-figure, as opposed to the given four-figure, map references
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would have been preferable, for accurate location of many of the 'tops' un
named, and without stated height on the 1 in O.S. map. The different type
founts on pages 25 and 26 are unsatisfactory, breaking the register and easy
linear reference over the spread to each feature. The illustrations in this edition
are a new feature, but considering the wealth of excellent photographs in the
S.M.C. Journal, it is difficult to understand why some of those in this volume
have been selected for inclusion. The 'View west from Cairngorm' is parti
cularly disappointing, and the quality of their printing leaves much to be
desired, spoiling what is otherwise an excellent production. R. G. Inglis

Mountaineering journals
La Montagne et Alpinisme I968-9 December 1968. This issue contains an
account of the ascent of the South face of Peak Communism (A.J. 74 25).
Limestone climbing in the gorges of Verdon, a ski traverse from the Mediterr
anean to the Atlantic across the Pyrenees (Part 2) and climbing in the Aioui
massif in Morocco (2000 ft rock pillars, TD sup., only twenty-five pitons) are
all covered and there is a very good article by Yves Pollet-Villard on safety
whilst ski-ing on glaciers.

February 1969. Pierre Henry writes on legendary ascents of Mont Blanc, one
of them being the supposed ascent of the Bosses arete by J-M. Couttet. The
article includes two superb aerial photos of the mountain. J-L. Peres writes
about 'Montagnes Catalanes' and B. Amy recounts a ski traverse of the Corsican
high-level route.

April. Henri Agresti gives an account of a very industrious French expedition
to the Wakhan (A.J. 74 214); there is an article on leading grade-six climbs in the
Alps by one of the best women climbers in Europe, Simone Badier, and also an
interesting article on eagles in the Valais.

June. This issue has an open letter from the father of two young French
climbers who were killed in a climbing accident; he himself, being a climber,
was able to accept the loss of his children to a sport which had given them so
much enjoyment. Yannick Seigneur describes a new route on the North face
of the Granier and there are articles on the mountains of Turkey (by S. E. P.
Nowill) and Climbs in Central Switzerland, and yet another discussion on the
best way to climb ice.

October. The opening article is an account of the 1968 French expedition to
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